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CAPE COHOS
Some of the most exciting fishing we had last summer was just off the steep capes 
in the Shelikoff  Straight about 45 minutes away from the lodge. The Shelikoff 
separates Kodiak Island from mainland Alaska and is a main thoroughfare for 
salmon traveling north. They congregate off the steep capes on the west side of the 
islands to gorge themselves with baitfish before heading up the streams to spawn.

Silvers by the thousands school up and forage for weeks during July, August, and 
late into September. We caught them mostly on spinning gear but drifting flies 
worked just as well. We trolled a spoon behind a flasher just to find exactly where 
they were. Once we had one hooked we stopped the boat and drifted. When the 
flashers were brought up the silvers followed. We left the flashers dangle a few feet 
down and the boat just drifted slowly as the silvers went into a frenzy chasing the 
flahers, the hooked fish, and spinners or flies from the boat.

We had double, triple, and quadruple hookups often. It was so wild we often released 
fish just to stay in the frey. One group of four “meat” fishermen landed their limit 
of 20 silvers in less than 30 minutes. Then we were off to get kings and halibut in 
another spot. 

The big catamarans provide a great fishing platform for fishing like this. It is a great 
option on calm days.

LODGE LOGISTICS
Although we are able to provide custom 
trips for small groups our favorite package 
is a five day six night trip beginning and 
ending in Kodiak city. We like to have our 
guests arrive on Saturday and spend a day 
in the city of Kodiak prior to coming to the 
lodge. Then in case of inclement weather 
they don’t miss a day of fishing.

We provide transportation to the lodge on 
Sunday afternoon. It is either a short plane 
ride or a drive over the mountain and boat 
ride to Port Lions. Sunday there is fishing 
near the lodge but we spend most of the 
time getting unpacked and organized for 
the week ahead. We are up bright and early 
Monday morning to take advantage of the 
best fishing

situation available at the time.  Five days of 
great fishing and fantastic food mixed in 
with wilderness adventures in the Gulf of 
Alaska is an awesome experience.

Saturday morning we pack up the luggage 
and frozen fish and transport everyone back 
to Kodiak for the flight home.

SECURITY & SHIPPING
Airline shipping regulations have changed 
to allow for only 50# boxes rather than the 
70# we had before. They are charging $25 
if the box is over 50# and less than 70#.  
Another $25 allows the box to be over 70# 
but less than 100.

Sometimes the security people open the 
boxes to inspect the contents. In that case 
they are seldom able to strap it back up tight 
like we do at the lodge, and it thaws quicker. 
We are suggesting that you bring your own 
coolers to take fish back home. A 36 qt 
cooler will hold 50# of fish and a 48 qt 
cooler will hold 70#.  It may be an advantage 
to bring your clothes and waders up in a 
cooler and then mail them back home from 
Port Lions when you leave.

RATES 2004
Prices for next summer vary  between $2,595 
and $3,395 per week depending upon 
timing of the salmon runs and logistics such 
as airplanes. Our bargain weeks in the middle 
of the summer have become even a better 
deal because of the great king salmon fishing 
we have experienced in the past two years. 
 See our web site at www.portlionslodge.com 
for the rates.

We still get the best remote salmon and 
halibut fishing in Alaska at well below the 
top rates charged out west.
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Quotable Quotes

“Is this exciting?” - Pierre 
LaBarge IV wonders of the 
guide is moved by multiple 
hook-ups.

“Did you hit him?” - Steve 
asks Dickie Spurling after the 
bear ran off.  (See bear article 
this newsletter)

“The boat fishes!” - Dr. Scott 
Serrill exclaims while on the 
maiden fishing trip of the ‘Lara 
Beth’, the new boat.

“What are you going to do 
when you retire?” - Ed 
Timmerman asks Steve.
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• 5 day king salmon float trip on the 
famous Ayakulik River. Fish 18 hours 
per day and camp overnight. Fantastic 
remote wilderness float trip for the 
adventurous angler. (June and July)

•	 3 day king salmon float, 2 days 
halibut fishing and trolling for kings 
based out of the lodge. A great 
combination of river and deep sea 
fishing. (June and July)

•	 5 day boat out for silver salmon, 
halibut, and salt water kings.  
Overnight at the lodge and fish silvers 
and halibut at different spots each day. 
(August and September)

•	 5 day trophy king salmon trolling.  
Kings from 50 to 80 pounds chasing 
the big herring runs of Kodiak Island. 
(April and May)

•	 5 day duck hunts. Exotic sea ducks 
including eiders, old squaw, goldeneyes, 
harlequins, buffleheads, and others.  
Boat out from the lodge daily. 
(December and January)

Recipe Corner

Pecan coated Alaska Salmon

2 T. melted butter		
1/4 c. finely chopped pecans
4 t. honey			
2 t. chopped parsley
4   6oz. portions of salmon filets 	
Salt  and pepper to taste
Lemon wedges

Mix together the mustard, butter and 
honey in a small bowl and set aside. 
Mix together the bread crumbs, 
pecans and parsley in a small bowl, 
set aside. Season salmon filet w/ 
salt and pepper and put in a lightly 
greased baking  sheet. Brush each 
filet with the mustard mixture. Pat 
the top of each filet with  the pecan 
mixture. Bake at 400 degrees for 
10to 15 minutes per inch. Do not 
overcook! Serve w/ lemon wedge.

SPECIAL SPRING NEWSLETTER
All of you that have already paid deposits 
and made plans for next season can find a 
checklist of things to bring on our website. 
We will also be sending out another 
newsletter specifically for next spring that 
will have information on lures, flies, and 
pick-up schedules for you.

DEPOSITS DUE
The reservation procedure at Port Lions 
Lodge requires that we have a 50% deposit 
to hold your spot on the schedule. Full 
payment for your trip should be made at 
least 60 days prior to your trip. We make 
every effort to refund your money at any 
time that you must cancel. However, if we 
have turned people away because of your 
reservation, and we are unable to book 
replacements in time, we reserve the right 
to keep your deposit. Usually we are able to 
replace canceled guests if we are notified 
prior to 60 days from the trip.

If we are unable to refund the deposit we 
will try to credit you for a trip the next year 
on a space available basis.

FISHING FAMILY REUNION

Mark and Craig LaBarge first came to Port 
Lions to fish in 19992. I remember that trip 
well. We caught lots of silvers in Marka Bay 
and Litnik and one halibut day was especially 
memorable. The picture of them and their 
halibut  still hangs on the wall above the 
fish wrapping station. Evidently they 
remembered it well too!

This past August Mark and Craig organized 
another trip that include their

older brother Pierre III. Mark brought his 
two sons Eric (22) and Ryan (16). Craig 
brought his son Drew (16) and daughter 
Alexa (14).  And Pierre brought his son 
Pierre IV (23).

It was indeed a special week for us as we 
watched this family interact. They caught 
limits of silvers, limits of kings, and lots of 
halibut. But the real fun for us was having 
a family like this enjoy the wilderness and 
the lodge with us like we were part of their 
family.

Mark:  	 “This is just a great space on this 
large planet.  I had an exceptional 
time with my boys.”

Ryan: 	 “It was amazingly fun!”

Eric: 	 “This has been one of the most 
amazing trips I’ve ever been on.”

Craig: 	 “There is no way to describe how 
wonderful this trip was.”

Pierre III: 	“Great weather, great fishing, great 
friendship!  What a fabulous 
experience to be able to share with 
my son Pierre and six other 
LaBarge family members.”

Pierre IV: 	“What an amazing experience 
with Steve and Peggy.  ...fishing, 
food and weather all first class.” 

We thought it was great too. The LaBarge 
family is first class. We hope they can return 
soon.

A FAMILY AFFAIR
Port Lions Lodge was built and the business 
established as a family project. Peg and I 
had five kids (all boys except for four) that 
spent their grade school years cleaning fish, 
making beds, maintaining boats and 
equipment, and providing entertainment 
for all of us.

Now they have all grown and only make 
it back here sporadically. But the family 
atmosphere continues to dominate the 
scene here as people continue to bring 
friends and family to enjoy our unique 
setting in the wilderness.

In addition to the LaBarge family and the 
Evertsen family  mentioned in this 
newsletter there are numerous others who 
use this venue for special  family time 
together. Last year alone their were great 
times for Scott Serrill and his son Tyler 
from Oregon, who have been here 12 
times; Fred Weller and his son from 
Cincinatti, who have been here three times; 
Bob Martin from New Mexico who 
returned this time with his son and 
grandson rather than his daughter; Les 
Steinhoff from Missouri who returned 
with his two sons for the sixth time; Tom

Jarvis and his son from Louisiana; Rob & 
Bob Helt from Colorado; Mike & & 
Minnie simmang from Texas; Syd & Betty 
Royster and Dickie & Bonita Spurling 
from North Carolina; and of course others 
returning with friends who feel like family 
to us. It sure makes the work seem a lot 
easier when it always feels like family.

Each trip includes six nights lodging, 
meals, and most tackle.  Custom trips are 
available for groups.

NEW BOAT!
Josh Armstrong of Armstrong Marine came up for a few days to fish with his 
daughter and troubleshoot the new catamaran he built for us. We fished more 
than we discussed boat troubles. What a boat! What can I say? My work days are 
so much easier and we are all so much more comfortable now. It is easier to fish 
the shallow bays and streams because boarding is much easier than ever before.  
I use the big ladder off the bow on steep beaches and a small side ladder when 
anchored in the shallows. The rear door provides entry also. We often use that at 
the end of the day to unload our fish on the beach.

Stability in rough weather is awesome. 
What a blessing to have confidence in 
that. We have had a few real tests this 
fall!

It trolls easily with the big outboards 
and it is designed to fish all around.

The best analysis: “The boat fishes!”

FAVORITE TRIP OPTIONS 
AT PORT LIONS LODGE
A variety of trips are available at Port Lions 
Lodge. We deep sea fish for halibut all 
summer long. And we only travel ten 
minutes from the dock to do it. Trolling 
for kings and silvers is good all summer 
long also. Float trips for king salmon in 
their spawning streams is great during 
June and July. Boat out trips for silver 
salmon in their spawning streams is best 
in August and September. Trolling for 
giant kings in the early spring is awesome.


