
Port Lions Lodge News
VOL 8 NUMBER 1 FALL 2003

GREETINGS FROM THE ANDRESENS

LODGE LOGISTICS
Although we are able to provide custom trips for 
small groups our favorite package is a five day 
six night trip beginning and ending in Kodiak 
city. We like to have our guests arrive on Saturday 
and spend a day in the city of Kodiak prior to 
coming to the lodge. Then in case of inclement 
weather they don’t miss a day of fishing.

We provide transportation to the lodge on Sunday 
afternoon. It is either a short plane ride or a drive 
over the mountain and boat ride to Port Lions. 
Sunday there is fishing near the lodge but we 
spend most of the time getting unpacked and 
organized for the week ahead. We are up bright 
and early Monday morning to take advantage of 
the best fishing situation available at the time. 
Five days of great fishing and fantastic food mixed 
in with wilderness adventures in the Gulf of 
Alaska is an awesome experience.

Saturday morning we pack up the luggage and 
frozen fish and transport everyone back to Kodiak 
for the flight home.

SECURITY & SHIPPING
Airline shipping regulations have changed to 
allow for only 50# boxes rather than the 70# we 
had before. They are charging $25 if the box is 
over 50# and less than 70#. Another $25 allows 
the box to be over 70# but less than 100.

Sometimes the security people open the boxes 
to inspect the contents. In that case they are 
seldom able to strap it back up tight like we do 
at the lodge, and it thaws quicker. We are 
suggesting that you bring your own coolers to 
take fish back home. A 36 qt cooler will hold 
50# of fish and a 48 qt cooler will hold 70#. It 
may be an advantage to bring your clothes and 
waders up in a cooler and then mail them back 
home from Port Lions when you leave.

RATES 2004
Prices for next summer remain the same as they 
were last season. Our bargain weeks in the middle 
of the summer have become even a better deal 
because of the great king salmon fishing we have 
experienced in the past two years. See our web 
site at www.portlionslodge.com for the rates.

We still get the best remote salmon and halibut 
fishing in Alaska at well below the top rates 
charged out west.

SPECIAL SPRING NEWSLETTER
All of you that have already paid deposits and 
made plans for nest season can find a checklist 
of things to bring on our website. We will also 
be sending out another newsletter specifically 
for next spring that will have information on 
lures, flies, and pick-up schedules for you.

DEPOSITS DUE
The reservation procedure at Port Lions Lodge 
requires that we have a 50% deposit to hold 
your spot on the schedule. Full payment for 
your trip should be made at least 60 days prior 
to your trip. We make every effort to refund 
your money at any time that you must cancel.

Contact  Information:
Steve Andresen
P. O. Box 51
Port Lions, Alaska 99550
(907) 454-2264
1-800-808-8447

www.portlionslodge.com

AYAKULIK RIVER
Remote river fishing is not for the light hearted. Flying out to a remote river, 
unloading gear, blowing up rafts, floating to a campsite, setting up camp, sleeping 
on cots, eating out, watching for bears, dealing with weather and battling insects 
can be formidable. But the wilderness experience can be absolutely awesome. 

The kings are big and strong. We lose lots of them, especially on fly rods. After a long 
battle they can chafe the leader or the hook can pull through their lip. But when they 
finally submit, and you can touch them, the feeling is one of significant accomplishment. 
But that is not all. The process of figuring out which hole to fish, what time of day is best 
in the varying light conditions, how to approach the hole, which fly to use, how much 
pressure to apply, when to fish and when to rest can be as rewarding as the battle itself.

This years trips were very exciting. The king run was strong right up through the middle 
of July. We caught chrome bright fish right up to the end. Next year still has some openings 
so book early.
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However, if we have turned people away because 
of your reservation, and we are unable to book 
replacements in time, we reserve the right to 
keep your deposit. Usually we are able to replace 
canceled guests if we are notified prior to 60 
days from the trip.

If we are unable to refund the deposit we will 
try to credit you for a trip the next year on a 
space available basis.

NEW BOAT!
It is hard to beat the 27' Boston Whaler for 
fishing and safety on the ocean. It is a classic. 
When I bought it twelve years ago I was in the 
process of designing the “perfect” Kodiak fishing 
boat and opted for it instead. Now I am designing 
again.

One of our guides upgraded his boat to a 28' 
aluminum catamaran. We like it so much that 
we have decided to have one built especially for 
us. It will have all the great features of our Boston 
Whaler “Offshore” and more.

It will be a 28' aluminum catamaran with a 
beam of 10' 6'’ at the waterline and 11' 6" at 
the deck level. A 30" swim platform and a bow 
pulpit extension will make it even longer. The 
fully enclosed cabin with a heater, a stand up 
head, and bench seats for the entire party are 
great new features for us. The head will have a 
flush toilet and complete privacy, a real bonus 
for wives and daughters who like to fish. It will 
still be a walk-around cabin like the Whaler, but 
with more rear deck space and easy access to 
fishable front deck space. The bow railing will 
be open in the very front to allow passengers to 
easily load and unload via a ladder to the beach. 
When we pull up to a stream to fish silvers I 
will simply nose the “cat” up to the beach, deploy 
a bow ladder and we will all disembark. Likewise 
boarding from the beach will be easier too. Of 
course it will still be very accessible from the 
side when we are at the dock.

Power will come from the twin Yamaha 225 
four stroke outboards, just like the Whaler has 
now. I love ‘em.

We are doing a lot more trolling for king salmon 
lately so throttle and steering controls on the 
rear deck is important. More deck space allows 
for easier bottom fishing for halibut and more 
casting room when stalking salt water coves for

silvers. Even though the boat will be large it will 
still be stealthy, able to slip in and out of shallow 
water. 

BUCKET FISHING
Paul Levine is a great fisherman. He lives in Key 
West, Florida where he loves to fish tarpon, 
bonefish, and shark in the flats. And he owns 
an offshore boat that he uses to troll for sailfish 
and marlin with his friends. He really enjoys 
telling stories about his guiding exploits, and his 
personality was exposed early in the week here 
at the lodge, when he recalled the story of “the 
bucket.” 

It seems there are some slow times when trolling 
for marlin. Fishermen sometimes fall asleep while 
on watch for a strike. Paul tells us in great detail 
how he loves to sneak down and attach a five 
gallon bucket to the to the line, release it back 
to the depths, and wake the unsuspecting friend 
with a loud “fish on”. Then he explains that by 
throttling forward he can make the bucket dive, 
and by easing off he can allow the fisherman to 
gain line. Oh how he laughed as he told us that 
he would keep this up for half an hour or more 
before allowing the worn out fisherman to finally 
capture the bucket. 
The stage is set. We are anchored in 40 feet of 
water fishing halibut in a tidal straight. The tide 
has switched and the current is picking up fast. 
We have just switched to two pound lead sinkers 
to keep our lines down in the ever quickening 
tidal flow. Paul is fishing in the stern off the port 
side. Kevin Sullivan is fishing in the stern off 
the starboard side. Kevin brings his line up to 
check bait and discovers Paul’s hook on his line. 
A little eye contact with me and Paul’s hook is 
safely aboard on the starboard side. A violent 
jerk on Paul’s line has him alert and ready for a 
fight. I slowly pulled his line in with short spurts 
of fierce jerking. Paul spooled line out, waiting 
for the right moment. It went on for about ten 
minutes when Kevin nonchalantly picked up a 
five gallon from the motor well and handed it 
to me. After securing it to the hook I slipped it 
over the side and it disappeared into the fast 
tidal current.

“It’s running now Paul, set the hook!” I said. 
Paul did, and the battle was on. It is not easy to 
pull in a five gallon bucket against a 5 knot 
current. It took a long time before that bucket 
surfaced about 20 feet behind the boat. Paul was 
tired but we cheered him on. His support was 
unfailing.

Quotable Quotes

“Nicotine and alcohol, they 
kill 50% of the people in the 
world. The other 50%, they 
die also.” 
- Swiss fisherman Tony Martin’s  

riverbank philosophy.

“A bucket!  How’d that 
bucket get on there?” 
- Florida boat captain Paul Levine 

while catching a five gallon 
bucket.

“Exceeded expectations, 
many thanks.” 
- Drew Wallace, Wilton, CT.

“Beautiful country, great 
guides, best chef in the 
USA.” 
- Carol Nelson, Owatonna, MN.

“Couldn’t imagine a better 
fishing trip. Thanks.” 
- Frank Rybinski, 

Lawrenceville, NJ.
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“A bucket! How’d that bucket get on there?” 
It was a great moment in the annuls of fishing.

CHINOOK CLUB
Did you know that Switzerland won the 
America’s Cup? They hired a crew from New 
Zealand to build and sail in the race and they 
won! I found out all the little details while on 
the Ayakulik River float trip with four Swiss 
and one Kiwi (nickname for a New Zealander). 
The kiwi, Sandy Maier, was thrilled when he 
found out hi fishing companions were Swiss. 
Now I know why.

The Swiss love Alaska (don’t we all)! And they 
love to fish. Ernst Frey has been to Alaska 30 
times, Tony Martin, 19 times. They really love 
to catch king salmon. In fact all four of the 
Swiss men are members of the Swiss chinook 
Club. It is an exclusive group of Swiss 
fishermen, numbering in the many hundreds, 
who travel to Alaska to fish kings. One of the 
pre-requisites to joining the club is that you 
have to travel to Alaska on a fishing trip once 
on your own before being considered for 
membership. Then you have to agree to ethical 
standards of sports fishing that preclude excess 
harvesting of meat or any unsportsmanlike 
activity that would shed a bad light on the 
reputation of the club.

They take turns organizing trips for small 
groups of club members. This trip was a 
reconnaissance of the AYAKULIK river. Of 
course the Ayakulik impressed them 
tremendously. The king fishing was great, we 
had a huge run this year. But everything else 
that characterizes this trip was awesome as 
well. The flight in, the float down river, the 
camp, the remote fishing holes, the 
comradeship, the meals, the long days, the 
bears, and the deep philosophical discussions 
that always come out when civilized men find 
themselves isolated in a remote wilderness 
situation far removed from civilization. (See 
Tony’s philosophy on nicotine and alcohol in 
the “Quotable Quotes” section of this 
newsletter).

The bottom line is this: these king experts 
loved the Ayakulik. They are booking two 
groups this next year. They even loved the 
halibut fishing we did at the end of the trip. 
You would love this trip too! It is special. Call 
our 800# for details

THE OLD LADY AND THE SEA
Bob and Carol Moss are Alaskan. They came 
here shortly after college nearly 60 years ago 
(They are in their 80's now). Bob became a 
commercial fishermen and the two of them 
raised a family in the rugged wilderness outside 
Homer, Alaska. They built their own log 
home, built their own boats, and built quite 
a reputation for themselves as rugged 
sourdough pioneers in this remote place.

They have traveled to Kodiak many times in 
the past decades, taking advantage of the late 
summer silver runs on the road system outside 
of the city of Kodiak. Living in travel trailer 
or motor-home they would spend a couple of 
weeks each year camping and fishing silvers. 
But they quit when the road system started 
to get crowded and the experience became 
less than what they could handle.

Last spring they loaded their boat on the state 
ferry ‘Tustamena’ and sailed to Port Lions for 
a ten day stay at Port Lions Lodge. They are 
expert king salmon trollers, spending most of 
their free time fishing near Homer. But Bob 
wanted Carol to catch a big one, a king over 
50 pounds, and he figured Kodiak Island was 
the best place to go.

The boat was all rigged for trolling and the 
pick-up box was full of bait and tackle. They 
had frozen herring, spoons, flies, flashers, 
hootchies, miter boxes for cutting herring, 
special marinating recipes for herring, hand 
made leaders, special hooks and lots of other 
paraphernalia for trolling kings.

I spent the first evening showing him the 
nautical chart of the nearby waters. He was 
surprised how close the fishing grounds were. 
And he quickly understood the spots to stay 
away from during tide rips and where it was 
safe from underwater rocks.

They went right out the first day and started 
nailing the kings. They caught them on 
nearly every lure combination they tried, 
varying the presentation often. The limit is 
only two but they released nearly everything 
so they were catching from six to twelve 
kings every day. They released one about 
45#, focused on catching a big one for 
Carol.

They missed one day because of weather, 
and fished half days a few times because 
they were resting. Then on the second to 
the last day the rod dipped and released 
and Carol picked it up. What ensued was 
a great battle between an experienced fisher 
and a great fish. Bob knew it was good fish 
so he didn’t touch the rod. It was all Carol.

The big king zipped out line as if to catch 
the horizon. When it turned and rolled off 
in the distance Carol saw how big it was 
and gasped. But after a number of runs 
both towards the boat and away, the king 
started to tire. After sounding deep under 
the boat the chrome bright fish came straight 
up and Bob managed to get the net under 
it. This was the fish they wanted-the target 
of the trip. They immediately dispatched 
the fish and brought it back to the lodge. 

The trophy weighed in at 62# and it was 
exceedingly beautiful. We froze it whole 
after glazing it with water. We had to 
construct a special fish box to carry it. Bob 
took it to a taxidermist who measured it 
and took pictures for a plastic mount. Then 
they put it in the freezer for future 
consumption.

The Mosses may not have another trip left, 
they may have many. But they were both 
content and proud of the adventure they 
completed here, and we were gifted to be 
able to share time with them. Bob and 
Carol, you are great. You are more than 
welcome back anytime.
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SPORT 
HALIBUT
Have you ever caught a 
“sport halibut”? How 
about a 210 pound 
halibut in 45 of fast 
moving tidal water while 
on anchor?

The guide is hollering: 
“He’s going under the 

boat! Go around the stern! No, the other way, 
the stern! Watch out for the motors! Let him 
run! Everybody else up! Keep the rod off the 
gunnel!” The big fish certainly had her way in 
this battle for awhile. Then Chris Cooper from 
Perrysburg, Ohio finally gained enough control 
to work her toward the boat. If the tide was 
running any faster we may have to throw the 
anchor line off on a bouy and chase the fish. But 
Chris brings her up to the starboard side, keeping 
her big head under the water. He has made the 
decision to keep this one and the flying gaff is 
ready. But when the gaff is sunk the giant dives 
again, this time with 15 feet of 3/8" poly cleated 
off to the boat. There is a sudden jolt as the end 
of the line nearly tears the cleat off the boston 
Whaler. The guides fingers get trapped under 
the line and smash against the gunnel, bruising 
the fingernails, causing him to lose one. But the 
behemoth is subdued. We took her back to the 
beach in front of the lodge for pictures and 
processing. When we returned to Whale Pass to 
continue fishing it was only 10 a.m.

How about the 200 plus pounder that Lowell 
Rieks from Lake Elmo, Minnesota caught in 
only 22 feet of water while on anchor? We released 
that one to spawn but we returned two days later 
to catch a 135 pounder, a 125 pounder, and a 
115 pounder. Fishing was slow that day, we only 
caught one fish per hour! But three big fish that 
screamed line off the reel running horizontally 
because they couldn’t dive deep provided great 
sport and great eating.

FAVORITE TRIP OPTIONS AT 
PORT LIONS LODGE
A variety of trips are available at Port Lions 
Lodge. We deep sea fish for halibut all summer 
long. And we only travel ten minutes from the 
dock to do it. Trolling for kings and silvers is 
good all summer long also. Float trips for king 
salmon in their spawning streams is great during 
June and July. Boat out trips for silver salmon 
in their spawning streams is best in August and 
September. Trolling for giant kings in the early 
spring is awesome.
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•	 5 day king salmon float trip on the 
famous Ayakulik River. Fish 18 hours 
per day and camp overnight. Fantastic 
remote wilderness float trip for the 
adventurous angler. (June and July)

•	 3 day king salmon float, 2 days halibut 
fishing and trolling for kings based 
out of the lodge. A great combination 
of river and deep sea fishing. (June and 
July)

•	 5 day boat out for silver salmon, 
halibut, and salt water kings. Overnight 
at the lodge and fish silvers and halibut 
at different spots each day. (August and 
September)

•	 5 day trophy king salmon trolling. 
Kings from 50 to 80 pounds chasing the 
big herring runs of Kodiak Island. ( April 
and May)

•	 5 day duck hunts. Exotic sea ducks 
including eiders, old squaw, goldeneyes, 
harlequins, buffleheads, and others. Boat 
out from the lodge daily. (December 
and January)

Each trip includes six nights lodging, meals, and 
most tackle.  Custom trips are available for 
groups.

TROPHY KINGS
Kodiak Island is a virtual feed station for predatory fish. Needlefish, candlefish, and herring all congregate here by the millions to spawn 
and hatch and grow. They provide an abundance of food for the king salmon who are voraciously feeding in the salt water all year around.

King salmon spend many years in the ocean. Some grow to enormous size. The real big ones though, are only here in the spring because 
they leave the salt water to run up the rivers to spawn in June. We catch 50 and 60 pounders in June, July and August but these are not 
fully mature fish. The big ones, the mature ones, are here in late April and May chasing the large herring that are spawning here. They 
are the 70 and 80 pounders. These are not colored fish that act like old bulls when you catch them in the river. The are chrome bright 
ocean going kings that rip line off the spool like missiles, that sound deep beneath the surface on one run and explode into the air on 
the next. These fish rush the boat and create slack on even the most experienced salt water fishermen.

Recipe Corner

Halibut Alyeska (serving for 6)
About 2-3# halibut (caught at Port 
Lions Lodge) cut into serving size 
portions

1 c. sour cream
1 c. mayonnaise
2 T. Chopped onions
3 T. Lemon Juice
1 c. grated cheddar cheese
1 pkg. Frozen spinach

Spread spinach on bottom of 
buttered pan. Put halibut steaks 
on top and season w/ salt and 
pepper. Mix all the other 
ingredients together except cheese 
and pour over the top. Bake in hot 
oven (400 degrees) for about 15 
minutes. Put cheese over the top 
and finish baking until done-maybe 
5 minutes. Do not over bake 
halibut. I pull it out of the oven 
before the center is completely 
cooked as there is enough heat 
in the fish to finish cooking it 
before it comes to the table. 
Serves 6-8 hungry adults.


